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Giorgio	Brunelli	was	born	 in	1925	 in	Cellatica	 (Brescia,	 Italy),	and	 	graduated	
from	 the	 University	 of	 Parma	Medical	 School	 in	 1949.	 	 Dr.	 Brunelli	 did	 his	
speciality training in orthopaedic and plastic surgery, physiokineseotherapy 
and	radiology.	 	He	received	a	honoris	causa	Doctorate	from	the	University	of	
Breslau,	Poland,	 in	 1988.	 	He	was	Professor	of	Orthopaedics	and	Head	of	 the	
School	 of	 Specialization	 in	 Orthopaedics	 and	 Hand	 Surgery	 at	 the	 Brescia	
University	Medical	School	until	1997.
 
Professor	Brunelli	has	been	on	the	cutting	edge	of	orthopaedic	and	hand	surgery	
in	 Italy	 where	 he	 organized	 the	 specialties	 of	 hand	 surgery	 in	 1952	 and	 of	
microsurgery	in	1964,	performed	the	first	total	hip	replacement	in	1964,	and	the	
first	re-implantation	in	1973.		He	has	developed	many	surgical	techniques	and	

performed	around	25	000	operations	including	1	000	brachial	plexus	repairs.		He	has	been	doing	research	on	paraplegia	
for	more	than	20	years	and	had	the	first	paraplegic	patient	walking	in	1997.
 
He	has	been	a	visiting	professor	and	lecturer	in	many	countries	and	has	authored	over	420	publications,	including	seven	
monographs,	eight	textbooks	and	30	book	chapters.	He	is	a	member	of	28	scientific	societies	and	Honorary	Member	of	
the	Societá	Italiana	di	Chirurgia	della	Mano,	and	of	the	British,	Australian	and	Venezuelan	Societies	of	Hand	Surgery.		
He	is	Founder	Member	of	the	Societá	Italiana	di	Chirurgia	della	Mano,	Societá	Italiana	di	Microchirurgia,	International	
Society	of	Reconstructive	Microsurgery,	Groupe	d’Etude	des	Nerfs,	and	the	International	Society	of	Microsurgery.		He	is	
Past-President	of	Le	Groupe	pour	I’Avancement	de	la	Microchirurgie,	Confèderation	Europèenne	des	Services	d’Urgences	
de	la	Main,	 International	Society	of	Microsurgery,	Honorary	President	of	the	Societá	Italiana	di	Microchirurgia,	and	
President	of	 the	Association	for	Research	on	Spinal	Cord	Lesions.	 	 In	1980	the	“Giorgio	Brunelli	Foundation	for	the	
Research on Spinal Cord Lesions” was established in Brescia, Italy.
 
Giorgio	was	President	of	the	International	Federation	of	Societies	for	Surgery	of	the	Hand	from	1995	to	1998.
 
Giorgio	is	married	to	Dr.	Luisa	Monini,	a	hand	surgeon	who	participates	in	his	work	and	research.		They	have	five	children,	
two	are	also	hand	surgeons.		Giorgio’s	artistic	excellence	is	demonstrated	in	his	paintings	(personal	exhibitions)	and	
photography	(one	published	book).	He	has	published	a	few	fictitious	novels	which	are	based	on	accurate	historical	facts.	
He	is	an	avid	skier	who	won	the	regional	university	championship	in	1948,	and	a	strong	swimmer	(1/2	km	at	sea).		He	is	
a	veteran	car	lover	and	collector	of	vintage	cars.		He	has	taken	part	in	many	veteran	cars	races,	and	has	organized	five	
“Microsurgical	500	Mile”	races.
 
At	the	Seventh	International	Congress	of	the	IFSSH	in	Vancouver,	B.C.,	Canada	in	1998,	Professor	Giorgio	Brunelli	was	
honoured	with	the	title:	“Pioneer	of	Hand	Surgery”
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Donal	Brooks	was	born	in	Dublin,	Ireland,	on	10	April	1917.		He	was	educated	at	Repton	School,	Derbyshire.
Poliomyelitis	contracted	at	the	age	of	eight,	brought	him	under	the	care	and	spell	of	Sir	Robert	Jones	in	Liverpool.		
Thereafter	his	future	career	was	never	in	doubt.	He	qualified	in	medicine	at	Trinity	College,	Dublin	in	1942,	and	did	his	
early	orthopaedic	training	with	Arthur	Chance	at	Dr.	Steevens’	Hospital	in	Dublin.		In	1948,	he	joined	Herbert	J.	Seddon	
at	the	Wingfield-Morris	Orthopaedic	Hospital	in	Oxford,	UK	where	he	specialised	in	orthopaedic	surgery.
 
During	the	Second	World	War,	the	Medical	Research	Council	set	up	five	Peripheral	Nerve	Injury	Centres	throughout	
Britain	under	the	coordination	of	Seddon	at	Oxford.		The	vast	clinical	data	provided	gave	his	research	team	the	possibility	
to	evolve	a	positive	conservative	and	operative	approach	to	these	injuries.		The	prevalence	of	anterior	poliomyelitis	and	
the	sequelae	of	nerve	injuries	developed	in	Donal	a	lifelong	and	absorbing	interest	in	reconstructive	surgery	of	the	upper	
limb.
 
Donal	 Brooks	moved	 to	 London	with	 Sir	 Herbert	 Seddon	when	 the	 latter	 became	 Professor	 at	 the	 Royal	 National	
Orthopaedic	Hospital.		In	1957	he	was	appointed	consultant	orthopaedic	surgeon	to	Barnet	General	Hospital.		He	was	
also	on	the	staff	of	the	University	College	Hospital	and	King	Edward	VII	Hospital	for	Officers,	as	well	as	the	Chailey	
Heritage	and	St	Luke’s	Hospital	for	the	Clergy.		In	addition	he	was	Civilian	Consultant	in	Hand	Surgery	to	the	Royal	Navy	
and to the Royal Air Force. Brooks had an extensive private practice in Harley Street, London, which included three 
Prime	Ministers	and	three	Kings!		He	travelled	extensively	in	the	Middle	East,	Europe	and	further	afield,	as	a	honoured	
guest	lecturer	and	traveling	professor.
 
In	1983,	he	was	elected	Honorary	Member	of	the	American	Society	for	Surgery	of	the	Hand	and	delivered	the	Founder	
Lecture	in	Anaheim.		In	1979,	he	was	greatly	privileged	to	be	the	Robert	Jones	Memorial	Lecturer	at	the	Royal	College	
of	Surgeons	England,	having	been	a	patient	of	Robert	Jones	some	fifty	years	previously.	He	served	on	the	Court	of	
Examiners	of	the	Royal	College	of	Surgeons	of	England	and	becoming	its	chairman.	Brooks	was	member	of	the	British	
Orthopaedic	Association	(BOA)	and	served	on	its	editorial	board.
 
Donal	Brooks	was	a	member	of	many	 international	Hand	Societies.	He	has	published	extensively	on	poliomyelitis	
and	hand	surgery	and	has	contributed	to	several	textbooks	of	surgery	and	particularly	to	“Peripheral	Nerve	Injuries”,	
a	British	Medical	Research	Council	publication	edited	by	Sir	Herbert	Seddon,	which	summarized	the	experience	of	
the	war	years.	His	other	interests	included	music,	ballet	and	particularly	vintage	cars!	Donal	Brooks	was	married	to	
Stephanie	Mackworth	Praed	(Seddon’s	secretary!),	and	they	had	three	sons	and	three	daughters.
 
He	will	be	best	remembered	for	his	clinical	teaching	sessions	carried	out	with	good	humour	and	enjoyed	by	everyone,	
and	especially	by	his	patients	with	whom	he	had	a	remarkable	rapport.	
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