
PART ONE HISTORY 
Hand Surgery Worldwide: International Reconstruction 
of a "Beautiful and Ready Instrument of the Mind" 

Philippines 

Founded 1985 

Ida S. Tacata, 

Emmanuel P. Estrella 

Hand surgery in the Philippines began with two 

premier orthopedic institutions: The National 

Orthopedic Hospital (now the Philippine Ortho­

pedic Center) and the University of the Philip­

pines - Philippine General Hospital, Department 

of Orthopedics. The National Orthopedic Hos­

pital evolved during the aftermath of World War 

II in 1945 as an Emergency Hospital-The Civil­

ian Aid Unit I, organized by a Filipino Surgeon­

Colonel under the USAFFE Medical Corps. Af­

ter the post-war emergency period, the emergen­

cy hospital was renamed in 1947 as the "National 

Orthopedic Hospital" under the Bureau of Health 

with Dr. JV delos Santos as the first Chief of Hos­

pital. In 1956, the Hand and Peripheral Nerve 

Surgery Unit was established at the National Or­

thopedic Hospital with Dr. Buenaventura Can­

to as head and Dr. Eugenio Inocentes as the sen-

ior resident. Three years later, through the efforts 153 
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