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Malaysia is a multicultural, multi religious 

country and gained an amicable independence 

from Britain in 1957. In our history we have In­

dian, Chinese, Arabic, Portuguese and Dutch 

influences and many others as we were on the 

main route for ships looking to buy spices; our 

medical administration system was inherited 

from the British administration. 

Hand surgery in Malaysia began as manage­

ment for leprosy. A leprosarium was set up in 

Sungai Buloh (Bamboo River in English), a 

small town which is a 15 minutes drive from 

Kuala Lumpur (Fig. 1). The set up included out­

patient and inpatient facilities and residences 

for patients requiring long term management. 

Many patients decided to reside around the hos­

pital to escape social stigma and also to group 

together economically to grow and sell flowers 

and potted plants. The area became known for 133 
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